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NEW ORLEKKS 
PO BOX 1460 

( THE PORT OF THE MIS SIS S.IPPI VALLEY ) 

VIA AIR MAIL 

Dr . John Erskine , 
Columbia University, 
New York City. 

Dear Dr . Erskine: 

November 15 , 1956 

In the back of its sentimental old head, New Orleans 
has long had the idea of rebuilding the old French Opera House . 

But we have never quite gotten down to definite 
action. 

No stimulant, however , is so strong as that which 
enables you at times to see that you stand high in the regard of those 
Tlho are outside of your immediate family. 

Your letter in Liberty and the encouragement given 
by the magazine's editors in presenting your idea so forcefully have 
given New Orleans just the impulse needed to bring into active unison 
the scattered forces which have heretofore been talking about a revival 
of the old culture around this traditional center . 

Within the next few days our Music Committee and 
our Convention & Visitors' Bureau will meet with others 11ho feel with 
you that New Orleans can be a focal point for the preservation, 
expression and development of a distinctive American culture . 

v:e are moving ., ith the assumption that behind your 
letter there is a definite indication that you and your associates 
r;ould be willing to advise us in the development of this project so 
dear to your heart and so close to ours . 

Is it possible that within the next few months you 
might find the time to come down here and sit in with us as we formulate 
detailed plans? 

HVRC:LL 

;?c;M ;;;;,·p (µ ~ 
General Manager . 

ANEH!Gi\'.S -;<'.IOST IN"rERES'l'ING GITY 



H• Van R. Chaae, Esq. 
w- Orleans Association of CO!lmleroe 

P. o. Box 1460 
new Orleans, La. 

wove::nber 16, 1936 

r greatly appreciate your letter of the 13th. 

For 6one time I have been talking over 'With friend.a 

in Nll1lf York 'flq dream of a mudc f estival in 'f!ffT Orleana, and I 

have confined roy converso.tiona tor. who have come fi'om New Orleans. 

! of course am out of it, bein,s an errant New Yorl:or, but at leaat 

I em new Orleaua at heart. 

e feel th&t in o~der to develop o. national movement and 

to reoeive sustained uupport from the whole country, it 110uld be 

wise to have a board of directors in charze of the featival • those 

director• to be chosen fro,,, diatinr;uiehed men and women who originally 

oame from n- Orleans but -w:io are now leading important careers in 

other parts of the United states. We have boon sketchiz,g a list of 

such people from coast to coast. 

I needn't enlarge on the advantage such a board of directors 

would be. Of courae there would have to be some group on the spot in 

direct charge, and some one expert mllJ!ll.ger . But the active people 

could be chosen by this board of directors e.nd b,- ,our Chember of 

Camneroe. 

With such an organisation I fores.ee no difficulty in se• 



curing all the support necessary. 

When your Chamber of Commerce is ready for more specific 

suggestions, I'd be glad to send a list of names. 

I hope to be in New Orleans some time in February ,mi,k:ing 

on a book, the scene of 'Which is laid in your city. When I arrive 

I' 11 let you know, if I rray, and we oen talk further. 

With cordial regard, 

Faithfully youra 
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·YOUR ARTICLE CURRENT LIBERTY REGARDING MUSICAL FESTIVAL AT 
NEWORLEANS STOP WE FORMED CORPORATION FOUR DAYS AGO CALLED 
LOUISIANIANS INCORPORATED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT AND REVIVAL 

OF HISTORICAL PLACES AND ATMOSPHERE NEWORLEANS ALSO STATE 
LOUISIANA STOP YOUR ARTICLE CONFIR~S PLANS FOR WINTER 
FESTIVAL BEGINNING PRESENT SEASON HOWEVER TIME NOT 
SUFFICIENT TO INCLUDE REBUILDING OF FRENCH OPERA HOUSE THIS 
SEASON STOP WHAT IS YOUR REACTION ON SUCH A FESTIVAL THIS 
FIRST YEAR WITHOUT THE FRENCH OPERA HOUSE BUT WITH TEMPORARY 
INTERIOR l~STALLATIONS IN REPLICA FRENCH OPERA HOUSE STOP 

CAN WE ASK YOU TO RENDER US FURTHER ASSISTANCE BY THE 
BENEFIT OF ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS OR IDEAS YOU MIGHT HAVE 
IN MIND ON THIS SUBJECT ESPECIALLY AS TO TALENT ORCHESTRAS 
AND ARTISTIC ANGLES STOP I AND THE OTHER PROMINENT ~EMBERS 
OF OUR CORPORATION WILL DEEM IT A PRIVILEGE TO RECEIVE YOUR 
SUGGESTIONS= 

AM WILHELM ROOSEVELT TRAVEL SERVICE INC. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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November 17, 19S6 

A. u. Wilhelm, Esq. 
Roo•ovelt Travel Service, Inc. 

New Orleans, L&. 

My dear lfr• Wilhelm 

'!'hank you for your telegram of the 11th. I have 

jU9t written to llr. H. Van R. Chase of the AHoc1e.tion of 

Co1J1111eroe, and w:mld suggest that you get in touch with hilll 

and talk over ,mat I said to him. 

My first impression ie that it would be a mistake 

to have the festival before the opera house is finished. The 

proper organization and the artistic side would take aolll8 time 

to work out, and you ou! ht to have the initial advertisement 

of dedicating the new house. 

I ehall be in New Orleans in February, ,md shall be 

glad to help in any way I can. 

With cordial regard, 

Faithfully y oura 



Dr. H• W. St opher 
School o:: l;ueio 

Louisiana State University 
Baton Rouge. La. 

Dear br. Stopher 

November 19. 1936 

I he:ve your letter of November 12th, and should be sorry if 

'11V suggestion interf ered in any way with the development of your 1.'usie 

Department. 

But I ce.n•t see the conflict. I am sure that you and the 

other artists in your faculty would not say that an undereraduate music 

department, no matter hClll' promising, could make the same use of the old 

French Opera as professional W!d experienced artists could make, nor could 

the University music department n th undergraduate students create a 

national music festival CO!llp&rable to that at Salcburg. Frankly• I 

thi1 the old French Opera House, if rebuilt in the old quarter, would 

be a spiritual aaset for the co·mtry far too valuable to be used for 

such a purpose. 

My own University, Columbia, badly needs a proper hall for its 

music department. I would not recommend, however. abandoning the lCetro• 

politan Opera Rouse and turning over the House to the students. 

But the music festival which I propose would not take the -.hole 

year, and I don•t see why your music department could not put on performances 

at other tiJ!les. 

However, that is all a matter for you to settle in your own 



state end in your own locality. I ~.ade the suggestion from the most 

disinterested motives. It means nothing to me personally one -wa.y or 

the other. If New Orleans develops such a festival as I outlined, it 

will have the ardent support of many of us from other parts of the 

country. If the house is used merely as a laboratory for your University 

music department, the students will of course have our best wishes, 

but we shall not go to New Orleans to hear them. You doubtless go to 

Salzburg to hear the great performances there. I shouldn1t expect you 

to make the same sort of pilgrimage to New York, just to hear the 

Juilliard students. 

With cordial regard, 

Faithfully yours 



LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

ANO 

SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGE 

BATON ROUGE , LA. 

November 12, 1936 

Mr • .Tohn Erskine 
President, Julliard School of l'Iusic 
49 ~ast Fifty-second ~treet 
New Yor'· City, " , Y. 

Dear ''~r . Erskine: 

J\t the ris 1, of bor' no; you, I t1.Jre tr e liberty of 
sendin t''i.s len, thy J.e1-1 er 'lbrut our situation in Louisiana, 
The letter is in resnor,se to your "Letter to Hew Orleans", 
ublisced in Liberty of 1ovember 21, 1936 , nae 58. 

All of our fac 1,l ty and students at the State 
University School of '"usic are ea,,,erl; anticlpat,nr ;r·ur visit 
to our school thie sessi0n , It would have made the vrhole thi no
perfect if your article could ha• e ;iaited until you visited us. 
You have probably never heard of me , T'1is ls my twenty- third 
year nt this school , ber;innin,, at nothlnc: in 1915 . With t 1,e 
constant suo,ort, tbe very beet t}·e University could do year 
after year , we now have the most modern build''7cr for music 
educntion in the world . 

'I-here are 237 students for e"ther the Bae· elor 
or 'laster of Lus ic def"ree in !1~us ic . le f"i ve opera as no other 
scrool in America n-i_ves it . !!r , Pasquale Amato is the head 
of the voi.ce der.arb1ent with five able assistants . There are 
110 voice major students , Mr. Amato is also artist director 
of tl·e ooera depart"!ent . 'Ir . Louis Hasselmans is t0 ":;ake up 
his duties here 1,p heo.d of the Chamber '"usic derycrtment and 
director of O"'era, becd nnin"' the first clay of December this 
yeo.r . -- bell ve ··01, !mow Pendrik Buytendorp, our teacher of 
Strin,r Bass and Brass r~strumen1 s and enPr 0 1 assistant vrith 
t:'le orchestra , You may 'mow Loui.s Ferraro, now teac·1yi_n17 
violin and coachl nf ooera , These three men, Mr. Amato , /,ffr , 
Hasselmans and >:r , Ferrar0 reoresent only one department (opera) 
of our school in which there are t1'irty faculty members , all 
recelvinf a stated salary, the lPrn:est bud-·et of any State 
University in America . 

F'or thee e years since 1915, I have worked every day 
tmwrd the lo ical expression of Louisiana in Opera . ,J , P . A. has 
nracticaJ..1y offered to rebuild the French Ope,~a J'ouse as a oro
ject and "'i"e it to the Univer~ ·t,,, requiring only that the 
University pay approxims.tel:; seventy-five thousand dollars 
( ' 7 5,000 . 00 ), incoroorati.nP'. many of the features which you 
exnress s s desirable in your article . All this is undercover 
yet for a few r' ays . A P-ood friend is on his v;ay to ,-1asl0 in["ton 



- 2- John Erskine 

i n its i ntei-est . Architects nlans are dravm , The commi t te e 
reoresentin,,. the City of New Orl,,,ans meets toni,:,:ht to a-et tbe 
fina l wor'' about the oution on the s i te . 

Only a sense of tne ,,alue of your ti e nrevents 
my writ D[ on and or the th n · s the..t we have already done 
nointin' toward t 1-is . · 

1·r . Henri \lehrmann , Concertmaster at tbe "'-rench 
Or,era Fou,se at +-be t ·'me it burned ·'n 1919, has been in the 
emoloy of the Louisiana StPte UnivePsit~- School of l usic for 
se,,eral years . '·e has collected nes.rly aJ. l of t,, e ne c essary 
material to write a comule, e history of one1°a in New Orleans . 
11 will come out as a set of several books , the onl: authentic 
and com'llete account of oneT'a in '·Jew Orleans frrirn 1807 to 
l'.119 ever ritten . Tn adc'it·· OD to ·;lt'it'"r tbe storj; of the 
l"rench Opera , 1,,r . ehrma n h~s constantly been on the l ookout 
for librett i, s c ores , n •ys·•1 aTJer artinles and anyth n at a ll 
about the olr' F,-.encl1 Gr.era , These we have accumulated in 
our library , 

In srort , I h8ve worked , ay and ni ht these tv;enty 
years and mo e , aluays ho"in,:- to beat time i.n t_,-,is very uroject , 
so 'Jlea e hurry on d~wn to our school and see what we have done 
that mal:es i.t l o"'ical to have the .l:''rench Opera House r eb1:.i l t 
and place(; at the dis·0osal of L"luisiana State University 
School of l.'.usic . It would be useless t0 describe what our 
students do day b-- day . Vou would not believe it , but we wil l 
sl'ow you wren you c ome . 

Vlith ver~- bert wisl-ies , cordlal greeti_n~s and 
as~urance of our ,...ratification that you are tt,inkinp: a l onr: 
t he same line that vie have been thlnk'.nr: and working all 
t hese years , I remain , 

n, 

Dr. F , V . St ooher, Director 
Sc hool of Musi c 
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l{utntur'a :a.r.atauraut 
ROY L. ALCIATORB, Proprietor 

713 to 717 ST. LOUIS STREET 
Bstablilhed 1840 

New Orleans, La. 

December 2nd. 
I 9 3 6 

Professor John Erskine., 
c/o Liberty Magazine. 
Chanin Bldg. N.Y . C. 

Dear Professor Erskine:-

! can not begin to tell 
you how much I enjo3red your "Letter To New Orleans" , 
The thouvht which you have so admirably put forth 
in your article merits most serious consideration, 
and I am happy to enclose a little clipping from 
the journal of the New Orleans <J.Ssociation of Commerce 
in which you will see that steps are being taken to 
make this sugpestion an established fact. 

In the old days of the French 
Opera, Antoine's was the rendezvous of the music 
lovers and the Opera stars, many of them having made 
their home in the old rooms above the restaurant. 

try father had often told me 
of how he himself brought some hot consomme to the 
famous Sarah Bernhardt at the conclusion of a strenu
ous performance. 

I'y most sincere good wishes 
to you and please be assured that we all appreciate 
the kind interest which you have taken in New Orleans 
our beloved city. 

Very sincerely, __::r.~ 
Pe~ Prop . 

Roy L. Alciatore 

C 

1 
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l "0~ , , \936 ~I - -----: 
lVoted Author Hails Orleans / 

As Ideal For Music Festival 
=o= 

Boosts City 

JOHN ERSKINE, author, 
educator and musician, sug
gests in this iveek's Liberty 
that New Orleans is the ideal 
city for an annual musical 
festival. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

STATES 

, r:. ,s~f> 
~t)\J 

DR. ERSKINE INVITED 
TO COME TO ORLEANS 

ON OPERA HOUSE PLAN 
( ',olum bia ~ Ur. .lohn Erflkine o{ . . 

1miversitv has been sent an invita
tion "to ~C'ome to New Orleam, with
i,n the next few months to sit in ;;,t 
the formulating of plans for the pr~
posed rebuildin.S?.· of the French Opera 
House," H. Van R. Chase, general 
manager of the New Orleans Ass~
dation of Commerce, announced Fr1-
da,.r, 

Or. Erskine is the author of an I 
a.rticle recently published in a. nati?n-
;i l magazine which urged the rebm!d
ing ~ old opera house here. 

Mr. Chase's letter read, in part: 
..,Your article presenting the idea so 
for<':efully has given New Orleans 
ju:-,t the impulse needed to bring into 
::ictive unison the scattered forces 
which heretofore havf! been talk.ing 
f1hr:,ut a revival of the old C'Ulture 
111:n 1tnd ibis traditional cente1:. : 

"Within the next few days ours 
n,u~il' committee and convention and 
,·i~itors' hureau will meet with oth-

~;,·:nt~:nfp;! :i~~c:~l~i:~t ~;w ?:; ! 
p1•e5erv~.tion. Px_pression and develop- t 
~

1
:.:~ .. of a distinctive American c ul-

1
, 

J o h n Erskine Writes 
Letier l'o l ity, Giving 

His Ideas 

John Erskine, who modernized 
Helen of Troy and who wrote . a 
number of other books, suggests 1n 
an D.rticle in this week's Liberty 
that New Orleans is the ideal'"f>iace 

for a musical festival. 
In the article, which is in the 

form of an open letter to New 
Orleans the famous author points 
out that New Orleans is the logical 
city for such a festival because of 
its musical and cultural back
ground. 

Mr. Erskine's suggestion is partly 
in line with the Spring festival 
which is proposed here for next year 
from March 10 through the 17th. 
WaJTen Miller, the gull:Ung light m 
the Sugar Bowl game, already a 
city institution, is the backbone of 
the Spring festival. 

Music Festival Plans 
1 This festival contemplates an ex
lensive musical program, including 
Negro spirituals, an opera by L. 
:S. u. students, an Evangeline pag
r\ant which will have considerable 
rnllllic a series by the City Civic 

[ Symphony and a queen's pageant 
which will also feature musical 
numbers. 

"Why don't you establish a. festi
val in the Vieux Carre?" writes 
Mr. Erskine. "If you offered \lll the 
right things we'd all be here-and 
by 'we' I mean the a.rt lovers of 
Central America as well as the 
United States." 

Mr. Erskine suggests that the city 
might start by rebu!lding the old 
Opera House. He adds the.t he 
thinks It should be designed in the 
".spirit of the Vieux Carre." 

He Offers A Program 
As a program, Mr. Erskine of

fers : 
"Give, first, a week or a fort

night or a «month of opera, and 
let it be exclusively pre-Wagnerian 
opera.. Confine yourself to the mu
sical expression of that Latin cul• 
ture-French, Spanish, Italian
Which proctucect the charm o! New 
Orleans. A house large enough 'for 
Wagnerian performances is too 
large for proper performances of 
the old French and Ital!an operas. 
At present Wagner dominates the 
great opera hou,ses of the world. 
Make it your province to give per
fect performances of the music 
which your citizens loved long be
fore most other American towns 
had any opera. 

"When you l:i.ave concluded your 
opera program, or perhaps, during 
the intervals of it, bring toget her 
in a series of concerts t he artists 
a1-d orchestras of Central America, 
as well as those from the southern 
part of the United Stat es. 

''When your entire musical pro. 
gram is concluded, give us a season 
of French, Spanish and I talian 
plays. 

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 

DESERET NEWS 
. av21 fg36 

Erskine Voices \ ~ 
Need Of American 
Music Festival 
NE:W YORK, N, Y.-A plea for an 

American Musical F e st iv a l 
prototype of the famous Salzburg 
event-is made by John Erskine, 
noted author and music lover. 

Erskine, recently in Liberty 
magazine, makes his demand for 
an American · festival on the basis 
that the majority of music lovers 
who travel to Germany every year 
are citizens of the United States. 
Why not have our own festival in 
America? the writer asks. 

Erskine suggests New Orleans as 
the ideal city to hold the festival 
because of that city's cultural and 
musical background. 

"If xou offered us the right 
things, ' he says, "we'd all be there 
-and by 'we' I mean the art lovers 
of Central America as well as of 
the United States." 

Directing his plea specifically at 
New Orleans, Erskine writes: 
.. Give, first, a week or a fortnight 
or a month of opera, and let it be 
exclusively pre-Wagnerian opera. 
Confine yourself to the musical ex• 
pression of that Latin Culture-

~::ig~~~d ~h!n~~~tur~ta~}3}-;:h~~ 
leans. 

''When you have concluded your 
opera program, or perhaps durjng 
the intervals of it, bring together 
in a series of concerts the artists 
and orchestras of Central America, 
as well as those from the SJUt.hern 
part of the United States." 

MONTGOMERY, ALA. 

JOURNAL 

AMERICAN MUSIC FESTIVAL 
It is not surprising that J ohn E rskine, 

the philosopher, should make t he sug
gestion that the United States should 
have a great music 'festival rivaling 
anything of the kind held in Europe, 
but it is surprising that he should have 
mentioned New Orleans as the most ap
propriate place in America for the hold
ing of such festival. Northern men do 
not usually concede that much to South
ern communities. Yet New Orleans has 
the a tmosphere, it has the t alent and it 
has a long history of music and con
cert encouragement t hat well entitle 
it t o first consideration as the hom e of a 
great American music festival associa~ 
tion. 
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NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

TRIBUNE 

Suggests Festival 

JOHN ER SKINE, famous au• 
thor and m:us1c1an, sugresi• 
t hat a great music festival, like 
t he SatzburJ festival, be held an· 
nuaUr in New Orleans. 

JOHN ERSKINE 
FAVORS MUSIC 
FESTIVAL HERE 
NEW YORK. Nov. 10.-A pie& 

that an American music festival 
be given annually in New Orleans 
ts made ln an open letter by John 
Erskine appearing ln this week'■ 

188~~. 0i r~~~a "!ioted author, 
lecturer, educator and musician, 
and lectured ln New Orlearu last 
April. 

He point_. out that • majority of 
those who support t he Salzburg 

I festival ever..v year are Am_ertcan,, 

and asks "why not have an Amerl• 
r.an fesUval tn New Orleans, 1n 
th! Vieux Carre?" 

People would come to New or. 
leans from a ll parts of t he United 
States and from Central Amerir.a 
to attend such a festival, he pre
dicts. Such an annual pilgrimage 
of thousands of music-lovers to 
N ew Orleans would be brollP."ht 
a bout. he says, by the re-build ing 
of the old French Qty'...ra house, 
where Adelina Patti and other fa
m~us singers appeared. 

""rou nre a city of taste," he 
writes. "Your art lovers, yo11l' 
Chamber of Commerce, your hotel 
keeners and your shop o~'IlPrs 
mi~ht well put up that Oper11 
house at once. You would find 
your doors crowded. We shoul<1 
net have t,o cro,:;s the ocean for 
our musical festival." 

Swing Fiest(! 
Although plans for the rebuild

int and opentnrr of the old Fren~h 
Cnera. h ave been rumored a num
b~r of times. so hr nothing defl
nl~P! h:as been announced. 

Plans have b~en announced, 
however, for a Swlni Fiesta, to be 
h .. ld this year from November 10-
17. and duri..'1~ the v,eek two mu~1-
c"'.l evPnts are included. One ts e.n 
01era by the L. s. u. school of mu
s~. probably Lescaut's Manon or 
Gunod's Fn.ust: and the o .. her a 
pro~am of spirituals by the Oil• 
lat'-1 university singers. 

This Spring Fi"'sta is planned 
to provide a third tourist season 
for New Orlea.ns, and other at
tractions will be the annual flow• 
er show: the Queen's pageant and 
ball: a pageant at City park de• 
pl,.ting the story of Evangeline: 
trios throur>'h the Vieux Carre and 
along the floral trails of the rlt:-.·: 
tQurs of old homes and pos"ilbly 
an open performance of Le Petite 
Treatre du Vieux Carre. 

This Spring Festival Is spOil· 
scr1>d by the Orleans Foundation, 
and according to Warren Mll1er, 
the giving of the opera. deJ)f'nd.!\ 
on whether or not the Munictpiil 
auditorium may be obtained at a 
t·easonable rate. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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w:w \ 51916 
For a Salzburg Here 

51NCE prophets are no tor iously without 
honor in thei r own country, it is natural, 

perhaps, t hat any section should look else
where fo r its leers. Hence the widespread 
in terest created locally by the full- page let
ter, in Liberty magazine, carrying the appeal 
of John Erskine that New Or leans be made a 
great int e1tii tional music center. Doctor of 
literature, music, law and philosophy; writer 
of best sellers and learned works that excite 
the intelligentsia; successful as an educator 
and in various other fields, John E rskine pre
sumably has no ax to grind and no special 
increase of ei thcr honors or income to expect 
from his suggestion. Apparently it is from 
the heart, or rather from the reasoning of a 
logical arid most incisive mind. 

Dr. Erskine would make this city an Amer• 
!can Salzburg, drawing patronage from all our 
neighbors to the south as well as from the 
United States. About the nucleus of a new 
opera house, built in conformity to !\cw Or
leans' cultural traditions, he would establish 
here such a. musical center as the \Vestern 
Hemisphere has not known previously, giving 
it proper setting and perspective and provid• 
ing the commercial background which would 
make it not only self-sustaining but highly 
profitable. 

The idea is not entirely new, but seldom 
has it been put in more concrete and force
ful form. New Orleans had the first and for 
years the only opera in what is now the 
United States, but gradually it fell into de
cline through misfortune and other causes un• 
til, some two decades ago, it cea.:.cd almost 
entirely. Since the burning of the French 
opera house we have made sporadic efforts 
to bring it back to life, but these have not 
had general community backing, nor have 
they offered a solution for the vital question 
of how such an institution would be sup
ported. 

The Erskine Jetter has had the immediate 
effect of stimulating interest among public 
leaders, several of whom have voiced enthusi• 
astic approval. Even the brilliant mind of 
John Erskine cannot lay down, in a space of 
some 500 words, a plan that could be used as 
a working diagram for so complex a struc
ture, but he has put the idea in clear form 
before a tremendous, nationwide audience. 
Through t he rising sap of business the 
scheme, or one corresponding to it, appears 
on its surface to have a big chance of suc
cess, granted that the enthus iasm can be en· 
couragcd and made the basis for intelligent 
planning. 

NEW ORLEANS LA. 

TRIBUNE 

ErsAf_ne 
Plea Is 

Suhject 
As the result of an open letter 

to New Orleans written by John 
Erskine, novelist and musical critic 
a movement to r ebuild the 01d 
French opera house and to d 
velop New Orleans once more lnt: 
a center ot American tnusic will be 
discussed. at a special meeting to 
be held soon, H. van R Chase 
general manager of the ·Associa: 
:!~~a;: Commerce announced yes. 

Mr. Erskine has been invited to 
come here and talk over the mat. 
ter W1th various groups. "Your 
letter in 'Liberty,"' Mr. Chase 
wrote Mr. ~. "and the en
C?U~agem_ent given by the maga
zme s editors in presenting your 
idea so forcefully have given New 
Orleans Just the impuLse needed 

to bring into acth·e unison the 
scattered forces which have hereto. 
fore been talking about a revival 
~i~~~e c:~~!~~~ around thls tracti-

'''Yithin the next few days· our 
Music Committee and our C\Jn, 
vention anct Visitors' bureau wm 

-meet with others who feet Mth • 

{:!c~1th;;1nfe;r °[~~an;re~va~o~ ( 
expression and development of a, 
di.stinctive American cultw-e. 

'"Is It J)06Slble that wlthL'l the 
next few months you might find 
the time to come down here and 
sit in with us as we formulate de. 
tailed plans?" 

NEW ORLEANS, LA, 

ITEM 

A Music Festival 
OHN ERS~'S suggestion t h at New Or

leans rebulld the Fren ch Opera and 
, old an annual music fe stival of interna
lon scope arouses some en thusiasm. The 

Association of Commerce lnvites·Dr. Erskine 
to help frame plans. We hope h e a ccepts. 
His experience In music would m ake h is ad
vice of high value. 

s everal com mittees or t h e Association 
will confer soon on the fes tival proposal. 
They should ask representatives of other 
civic organiza t ions to sit in with t hem
as many as possible and soon. The project 
appeals to civic pride, our reviving Interest 
In the arts, our desire to build prosperity 
by promoting distinctive enterprises. 
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A Music FestiYa1 
JOHN ERSKINE suggests that :-{ew Orleans hold an an-

nual music festiYal one comparable to Europe's fa. 
mous festival. The pro~osal is welcome on several counts. 
Mr. Erskine is a musician as well as a novelist. The idea 
is practical. He emphasizes New Orleans' strategic posi
tion. Many Central and South American musicians and 
amateurs could be persuaded to come here who might not ' 
attend a festival much farther North. 

As a community of artistic pretensions, we sometimes 
disappoint ourselves. A recent concert by Mischa Elman 
was meagerly attended. On the other hand, visiting sym
phony is usually well supported, and opera for two sea
sons has filled the Municipal Auditorium. Music is grow- , 
ing here, but we are still unsun• of ourselves. 

This artistic uncertainty, and occasional lapses into 
indifference, need not be considered in planning such an c 
enterprise as an annual music festival for ourselves and 
our neighbors north and south. We might not be able 
to distinguish the tones of a piano from those of a bag
pipe, and still establish such a festival among national 
institutions. Promotion of the festival would demand 
organization and promotion rather than local musical ta!- r 
ent or appreciation. \Ve may be sure that a few music 
festivals would educate a lot ourselves. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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OLD OPERA HOUSE 
MAY BE REBUILT 

Dr. John Erskine Invited to 
Help Formulate 

Plans 

. An invitation to come herP. uwith~ 
~. the next few months and sit in 

1th ,,us as we formulate detailed 
r~ansld for the proposed rebuilding of 
te~d~d ;r~dnch Opera House was ex-

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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MAY RESUME OPERAl 
A committee of five representa

tives of the Association of Com• 
merce music committee a.nd seven 

l members of the body's conven:ion 
\\and visitor's bureau will cons\deT \ 

John . Ersk~ reci,nt suggestion 
that New Orleans recreate its old 

1 French Opera house and hold an 
annual musical festival at a meet- I 
ing at 3 p. m. Tuesday in the as
sociation's headquarters. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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TRADE DIRECTORS 
CALL FOR FIGHT 

ON RED ACTIVITY 
Association of Commerce 

Board Would Halt 'Sub
versive' Elements 

Resolutions urging a fight on Hall 
subversive activities in New Or
leans," suggesting that the youth of 
the nation be taught the aims and 
purposes of the communistic move
ment, and aski11g Congre!is to make 
advocacy of the overthrow of the 
federal government by force a crimi
nal off~nse were approved Wednes
day by the directors of the New Or
leans Association of Commerce. 

John M. Taylor was named by 
the board as a representative of the 
members' council of the association I 
for a place on the new state board 
of industry and commerce to be ap
pointed by Governor Richard W. 
Leche. Mr. Taylor's name was sub
mitted to the governor "in recogni
tion of the valuable services rend
ered by him to the association, the 
city of New Orleans and the state of 
Louisiana during his term of office 
as president of the association." 

The board also approved a call for 
a joint meeting of two special com
m;ttees Tuesday at 3 p, m. to con-

!irde~:!e ~~;:e~~~~ ~~/o!~ ~~ 
Opera House be rebuilt. 

Committee 1\-Iembers 
These two committees are one 

from the convention and visitors' bu- ~ 
reau of the association and the other 
from the music committee of the as
sociation. The bureau committee 
compl.'ises George S. Clarke, chair• 
man; Hunter C. Hicks, Milton Adler, 
B. C. Pitts, Richard Foster, Darwin 
S. Fenner and Otto Gottscho, The 
music committee appointees are Miss 
Mary M. Conway, chairman; Paul 1 
Felder, Benedict Grunewald, Allison 
Owen and Walter Loubat. 

r1 ay by H. van R. Chase 
lener~l ~anager of the New Orlean~ 
ses;;ciahon of Commerce, in a letter 

b. t~ Dr._ John Erskine of Colum-
1a umvers1ty. 
J.?r. Erskine is the author of 

!fbcle re?ently ~ublished in a natio:~ 
i ~ e wluch urged the rebvild
ng o t e old opera house here 

John Erskine 
Proposal To Be 

Studied Today 
.. ,:-r. Ch~se's letter read, in ~art· I 
for~~;u~~hc!:spre~enting the idea 5~ 

just the im given New Orleans 
active uni:o~set;eeded to bring into 
Which h e scattered forces 
about a e~:~~~c:ie 0~a~~ been talking 
around this tradT I e old culture 

"Within the ~e~tate!enter. 
music committe days our 
visitors' bureaue "~n: conven~ion and 
ers who feel with meet with oth
leans can be a r:C:~ th~t New Or
preservation ex r . pomt for the 
ment of a disti~c~ss1on and_ develop. 
ture." ve American cul-

John Erskine's "Letter to New Or
leans," published in the November 21 
issue of LIBERTY, in which this 
noted educator, author and musician 
urged the rebuilding of the French 
Opera House and the establishment of 
a festival in the Vieux Carre like that 
held at Salzburg, will be considered at 
a meeting at 3 p. m. today. 

It will be a joint meeting of a 
special committee from the Convention 
and Visitors Bureau and a special 
committee from the Music Committee. ----
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NEW ORLEANS LA 
ITEM' . 

TALK MUSIC FEst11 
John Er,kJn,•s AL 
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and Otto Gottscho. The 
dttee appointees are .Miu 
:onway, chairm,rn; ~ &ul 
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Erskine's Opera Suggestion Wins Governor Leche 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, BATON ROUGE, LA.-Mr .. John 

Erskine's Letter to New Orleans in November 21 L1be~ty 
concerning the rebuilding of the French Opera House .on 1_ts 
old site in that city is a timely suggestion, an.d I hop~ it will 
have the effect of spurring the citizens there rnto actI~n .. 

Recently there has been some discussion along this lme 
in that city by a few leading men and women, and I _hope to 
see it develop to the point where active work may begm. 

Sometimes the home people associated daily with such 
things lose sight of their interest and importance. It takes 
the outsider like Mr. Erskine to impress upon them the comw 
munity value, aesthetically and financially. 

© c. Bennette Moore Mr. Erskine's suggestions for the full utilization of the 
GOV. R. W. LECHE French Opera House and the Vieux Carre in New Orleans 

as a center of activities for Central America and Southern 
United States is gratifying to me, and I hope he has supplied the incent.i"."e to 
make these activities possible.-(Signed) R. W. Leche, Governor of Louisiana. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
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Music 
One concert artist who played 

here recently had practically no 
audience. The next one to come I 
remarked that if our music were 
as gOOd as our food we might talk 
about our appreciation of the arts. 
But appreciation of music, as of 
any other art, grows slowly. Under 
the circumstances I think it would 
be the discreet thing to forget 
about John Erskine's suggestion 
for an annual muste" festival. Even 
if we brought several thousand mu. 
sicians here for such an event, 
they would soon be laughing at us 
for our ignorance and pretensions. 

NEW ORLEANS, LA. 

ITEM 

D':.C \ ,936 

TALK Ml:SIC FESTIYAL \ 
, Er"kine's rnggestion that an 

Jonn ~e5tivfll be held in l 
tnnu~rleans, like that of Salzburg, I 

ew considered Monday at a meet- I 
,vas of represenatives of the Asso- .~ 
~gtiou of Commerce.. The asso-
c a 1 , nu.sic committee and the 
~:v~~l~o~ and visitors' bureau re~t 

ntatves. Pro':'})eds of a te~-1~:r~r the old French Opera ..,.,ere 1 

discussed. 
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Mu~ic Festival 
To Be Considered 

The prospect for revival ol Mew 
Orleans as a national musical cen
ter, thrcrugh a recreation of the old 
Prench Opera House with an an
nua.i mu.steal festival foc the city, 
11'111 be con.>ldered at a .!olnt meet
ing ot the repr ... ntatlve8 ol U>e· 
music committee and the conven
tion and visitors' bureau ot the I 
Association ot Commerce at 3 p. m. 
Tuesday at the association, it was 
announced today. 

Both groups named seven ot "1elr 
members to meet to take up the 
matter. They will act on. suggestions 
of .John Erskine, widely known 
m\Wie critic~ rilade recently ~~d 
given favo1·able respon.se by c1v1c 
groups. The music c?mmit~ee 
named as its representative Mis.s 
Mary M. Conway, chairman; Paul 
Felder, Benedict Grunewald, Allison 
Owen and Wa.lter Loubat. The con
ventoin and visitors• bureau named 
George 8. Clarke, chairman; Hu~ter 
C. Hicts, Milton Adler, B. C. Pitts, 
&chard Foster, Darwin E. Fenner 
and otto Gott~o_. __ _ 
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jTRADE DIRECTORS 
CALL FOR FIGHT 
ON RED ACTIVITY 

Association of Commerce 
Board Would Halt 'Sub

versive' Elements 

Resolutions urging a fight on "all 
subversive activities in New Or
leans," suggesting that the youth of I 
the nation be taught the aims and 
purposes of the communistic movew 
ment, and asking Congress to make 
advocacy of the overthrow of the 
federal government by force a crimi
nal offense were approved Wednes
day by the directors of the New Or
leans Association of Commerce. 

John M . Taylor was named by 
the board as a representative of the 
members' council of the association 
for a place on the new state board 
of industry a nd commerce to be ap- ll 
pointed by Governor Richard W. 
Leche. Mr. Taylor's- name was sub
mitted to the governor "in recogni
tion of t he valuable services rend
ered by him to the association, the 
city of New Orleans and the state of 
Louisiana during his term of office 
as president of the association." 

The board also approved a call for 
a join t meeting of two special com
m:ttees Tuesday e.t 3 p. m. to con-

~jde;et!e ;~~:e~~~~ ~~/o~~ ~ 
Opera House be r ebuilt. 
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Dr. John Erskin• , 
Macfadd•n Publications, 
1926 Broadway, 
NvwYork City. 

151 W .! 05'!:!:! ST 

NEW YORK CITY 

11A LET'l'ER TO N1'1/1 ORLEANS" 

Dvar Dr. Erskine : 

17th , November , 1936. 

I wns vvry much interected in your article which oppeared in 
LIBERTY of the 21st of Novv:nber, 1936. 

The first thirty•thn11 years of my life wne epilnt in New 
Orlilans and for th11 last six , I was the opilra critic of the 
French Opera for the DAILY STATES. I was practically brought 
up on opera, my first rilcollection being that I used to retire 
to the rear of the family box and take a nap v,hen such 1'lerfor
manc11s as "Le Prophete" and "Rob11rt Le Diabl•" were going on. 
L!y Iirst 1dult participation in opera activi tiee ~ as a 
subscriber for Saturday night performances acting~as opera 
critic and I wa~ member of the French Opera Club. 

You c~ readily underetend from thv foresoin~ that I am in 
hvarty syr.ipathy with your suggestion; unlvss, howev11r , the 
cooperative spirit of the population has increased con~iderably 
llince I left ther11 in 1897 , I doubt whether anythinE, demanding 
as much !Di, as cordial cooperation as your plan , could cucceed. 
I certainly hope that your most intaresting article will 
inepir11 its undertaking for should it succeed it would be a 
wonderful thing, not only for New Orltani, but for music . 
Perhaps oy fear that the cooperative spitit does not exist 
to such an extent as to oak11 your plan feasible , arises from 
my memory of other attempte in the paet which failed dismally. 

New Orleans never lacked g11n11rous citizenehip but ext11nsiv11 
and continuous coopere:tion seemed impracticable •. 

One year when the ~"r11nch Opera was in th• doldrut:1e , w11 would 
have had no troupe the next y•ar had not Harry Howard generously 
come forward and guaranteed the expenses of the sea6on 1 offering 
the impressario the profits - if any. As I remember that season , 
the output was $125 , 000. and th11 intake $125 ,002 1 and Mr, Howard 
very generously gave t:1e impressario $1000. out of his own pocket, 

At the end of anoth11r disastrous season , the late Horace Fletcher, 
who was quite an op•ra enthusi ast , conceived the idea of a 
guarantee fund as a mean$ of ~•curing an imuressario - fo r 
impressarios had had very hard sl•ding in preceedirig years. In 
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Dr. J ohn Zrekine - 2 .. 17th , Hovemblir , 1936. 

as much ae the losses on the season had never exceeded 
$50,000, Fhtcher decidlid that if' opera lovers should 
create a fund of $501 000 to insure an impressario against 
l~M , a good one might be secur;id and, if the season was 
successful, the guarantors would h,we nothing to pay ; i! 
partly successful only a portion of their subscriptions ; 
and if a f,iilur • only tho araount of t.1-ioir subscriptions, 

Fletc11er talked t11e r.iattor over with me and I told him 
that it sounded alright but I advieod ½im otrongly against 
th• undertaking t .. lling him that New Orlaane was re.ther 
set in its ways and that i t received suggostione of out -
landors rsther Ullaympathically, Fletcher was an 
outlander in the ~onse t hat hie family had only come to 
New Orhane when his brother started a sanitary flooring 
business there ~bout fifteen years baforo Horace arrived 
to talce chnrga of the bueiness . 

Horace Fl.,tcher cnrried out his plan and secured subscribers 
for his guarant&ll fund . The s11ason was not a succese ; the 
eubscribere he.d to pny in full ; and Horace , of cours&, was 
blrun1d for the failure, which , I think , more than anything 
else, r 111suHed ili, his lec.ving Jliiw OrlQans. 

I am not writing this to discourage any effort thet you 
may decide to mnka but bGcaus11 I think it will interest 
you and may be of some help in avoi ding difficulties and 
discounting failure . Should you und11rtaka the matter, I 
wieh you the fullest measur e o f succe ss. 

Very sincorely , 

JOHN HAIISON KE!lNARD. 

JHK:LG 



l[utniut~ s ftt.atauruut 
ROY L ALCIATORE, Proprietor 

713 to 717 ST. LOUIS STREET 
Establhhed 1840 

New Orleans, La. 

December I2 Th. 
I 9 3 6 

John J..:rsldne , 
I30 Claremont !_ve. 
:·ew vork City. N .v. 

Der 'rofessor ErsYine:-

I alil nost ,,.r,1 teful 

to you for your cr.11.rmi~ · letter of December 

g th. It nakes me ve ''Y :n·oud to know that 

you ".rve enjoyed the Antoine ' s cuisine, a.rd 

it is my sir.cere ho')e t'la t we mr'" have the 

honor of ':J.a.vinr- bot'l t'0.e O }era and your ki '1.d 

self bt1clc in r·ew Or lea 1s befo e very lorir. 

''.:, ve -v bePt dshes to you. 


