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George Gershwin competition for pianists from Albany area 

for 1 year scholarship to J. S. M. as tie-in with 

1945 opening of "The Gershwin Story" film in Albany. 
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Strand B~oks 'Rhapsody in Blue' 
J 
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A screen story of the life and music of Georg.e Gershwin, 
"Rhapsody in Blue/, will come to the Strand Theater beginning 
Wednesday, Sept. 26. In connection with the picture,s showing 
in Albany, a full scholarship at Juilliard School of Music, New 
York, will be presented to the winner of piano auditions sponsored 
by David's. In the scene above, from the- picture, are, left to right, 
Eddie Marr as_Buddy de Sylva, Herbert Rudley as Ira Gershwin, 
brother of the composer; Robert Alda as Georg,e Gershwin, Julie 
Bishop as Ira's wife and Oscar Levant as himself, a friend of the 

family. 
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Year in Famous School 
P . . · p. A .. d. . Red Cro. 

rize in iano U lflOllS For Gra~ 
Competitive auditions for amateur and professional pianists, with 

a ~ull scholarship at Juilliard School of Music, New York City, as the 
winner's reward, will be started next Thursday in connection with 

iat baf- the forthcoming showing bf the Warner BrotheTs film, "Rhapsody 
OPA's in Blue,'' at the Strand Theate.r. 

rices on The scholarship, spoJ?.s;ored by Intervi.ews Scheduled 
ne con- • , • ., · 

1 t d David s, 34 N. Pearl, will he com- 01.. r, T • -.-. .. mp e e - • 
1etuated plete for one year at the famous 
projects school S.tk.d wHl cover piano study M 
hope of in harmony, theory and counter- Yor 
a few point. It is open to all Albany Dei; 

pianists who register f.or audi- Alb 
tions with Leo Rosen, manager ten 

c,ompe- of the Strand Theater. rec£ 
housing Preliminaries will be held at wil: 
solution 8:30 p. m. each night, begjnning Bui 
- Loan Thursday, and the final competi- T 
of ~l- tion will be .at the same hour, as i 

;e being Tuesday, Sept. 25. nou 
1Y Sav- The Strand Theater and David's and 

are offering the "Rhapsody in enc: 
are in- Blue" scholarship as a contribu

uced by tion to the current "Gershwin 
ayments Year," which will reach its high 
erred to point in Albany wit}} the show
d~r,sto~d ing, beginning Wednesday, Sept. 
;t10ns_ in 26, of the filrn bearing the title 
.e which of Gershwin's most famous com-
ted. The ·t· 
ct t . 100 :P,OSI 10n. . 
:,e. a t The nibtion picture ls a story • 
: inves d of the life of America's colorful hav 
in1gs ,fn figure, the late George Ge,rshwin, wee 
le on in h. . . 1 d. d bl 
000 w 0S'e singing me o 1es an · ues 

' sur- run the scale of contemporary Bl 
for 

was the music from piano-snatch preludes . Frar 
. and simple songs to· musical com- chat 

associrta- edy, modem opera and s·erious (car 
:>r mo - . · Tb . ff . th concerti. . 
1 in e George A. Wedge, dean of the reco: 
ily fr~~ Institute of Musical Art and di- mos1 
mmer,c:ia rector of Juuilliard Summer erah 
nc~ comA- School, has approved a list of beau 
mc1es. . d f th t·t· . Al are , •nkl JU ges or · e compe- 1 10n .,n -

~ri e 1>any and has announced the coulc 
~cn:g of school ~ould admit without fur- ing j 

e Insur- ther audition the student chosen ~ com-
000 by them. · 1, . 
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The Knickerbocker New& Photo 
es of the state Department of Social Welfare wet exa -

esterd.ay by X-ray at the State OHice Building as part th 
e•ntive campaign of the Albany County Tuberculosis A ci

on. Above, Anthony Callio, an XX-ray technician, exam es 
rs. Phyllis Beaudoin while Mrs. Alice Keegan and Mrs. Mario 

Eusner, left to right, await their turns. 

Year'· in Famous School 
Prize in Piano Auditions 
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Competitive auditions for amateur and professional pianists, with 
a full scholarship at Juilliard School of Music, New York City, as the 
winner's reward, will be started next Thursday in co,nnection with 
the forthcoming showing of the Warner Brothers film, "Rhapsody punii 
in Blue," at the Strand Theater. 

The scholarship, sponsored by 26, of the film bearing the title Mr 
David's, 34 N. Pearl, will be com- of Gershwin's most famous com- mere 
plete for one year at the famous position. upst, 
school and will cover piano study The motion picture ls a story will 
in harmony, theory and counter- of the life of America's colorful ated 
point. It is open to all Albany figure, the 'late George Gershwin, earl 
pianists who · register for audi- whose singing melodies and blues ,has 
tions with Leo Rosen, manager run the scale of contemporary sa~ 
of the Strand Theater. · music from piano-snatch preludes aga1 

Preliminaries will be held at and s•imple songs to musical com- wag 
8:30 p. m. each night, beginning edy, modern opera and serious El 
Thurs-day, and the final competi- concerti. mad 
tion will be at the same hour, G O g A w dn · d f th prio · e r. e . •e . 0 e, . ean o e · 
Tuesday, Sept. 25. Instithte of Musical Art and di- ings 

The Strand Theater and David's rector of Juuilliard Summer anc~ 
are offering the "Rhapsody in School, has approved a list of thell 
Blue" scholarship as a contribu~ judges for the competition jn Al
tion to the current "Gershwin bany and has announced the 
Year," which will reach its high school would admit without fur-

r point in Albany with the show- ther audition the student chosen 
1e B n ing, ,beginning Wednesday, Sept. by them. 
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-Eligibility for the "Rhapsody 
in Blue" contest · for a piano 
scholarship at Juilliard School 
of Music; which is ,,being con
ducted by the Strand Theater un
der sponsorship of David's, ex
tends to all Albany pianists, am
ateur or professional, Leo Rosen, 
theater . manager, . said today. 

The only special requirements 
for auditions, said Mr. Rosen, are 
ability to play fairly well now, a 
serious interest. in advanced 
study of the finest type of music 
and immediate registration at 
the Strand Theater for prelim
inary auditions, which will start 
on ·the Strand stage at 8:30 p. m. 
Thursday and continue nightly 
until the fihals Tuesday night, 
Sept. 25. 

Musical Art for the "Rhapsody 

in Blue" piano scholarship to be 
presented by the theater under 

sponsorship of David's. 

The scholarship, for a year of 
study at J uilliard, is a memorial 
to George Gershwin, composer, 
whose life story is told in the 
Warner Brothers' film, "Rhap
sody in Blue," which will open 
at the Strand Wednesday, 
Sept. 26. 

John McCormack Dies, 
Julliard School, one o,f the 

great music schools of America, 
is in Manhattan's upper West 
Side, not far from Columbia Uni
versity. It has a large faculty of 
accomplished teachers for voice 

Gr r I'll_,_ .r. Cl_,_ 1 __ ._: - J,,,. ,.,, - -- - - -
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library of 14,000 items, a compre
hensive lecture and recital pro
gram with two large audito
riums and a four-,manual organ, 

ried ir cafeteria, store, placement bu-
reau, gymnasium and many other debut 
advantages. A residence bureau Londo· 
assists students in obtaining liv- Ho-use 
ing quarters. reca,gr 

Registrations are being re- only cJ 
ceived for the Strand auditions, of Ki: 
first to enter being Edward Sew- reach 

, ell, 611 Park Ave., who signed 
Saturday. 
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, r •_ News, .. Albany, N. Y., Tuesday, September 

Pianists 
Enter .Contest 
·At Strand 

During the first tw<? entry day,g 
for "Rhapsody in Blue" scholar
ship auditions at the Strand 
Theater, six pi,mists have ex
pressed their intention of com
peting for· the privilege of spend
ing a year, with all tuition paid, 
at the Juilliard School of 1\tiustc, 
New York. . 

They are Edward Sewell, 611 
Park Ave.; Shirley Wacksman, 
Sherwood Park; Randall Hcver, · 
Niverville; Delores Mokhiber, 364 
Second Ave.; Constance Schuyler, 
461 S-tate, and Dorothy M. Pas
sarelli, Altamont. 

The competition is being con
ducted by the Strand Theater in 
connection with the forthcoming 
Warner,. Brothers picture, •·Rhap
sody in Blue," and the scholar
ship is sponsored by David's. The 
trials are open to all pianists ot 
the Albany community and semi
finals will begin on the Strand 
Theater stage Thursday . 
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First Auditionist • 
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·,Gershwin Mztsic Takes to Spotlight 
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With the music world celebrating 1945 as "Gershwin Year," the 
Columbia Records distributor, Roskin Brothers, is preparing to 
place Gershwin music before th,e record-playing public in a. special 
campaign. Here is Bernard J. Roskin, seated, with Mrs. Rita 
Hughes, Van Curler Music Shop; Miss Bernice Gage, Cluett & 
Sons, Troy, and, in rear, Miss Thelma Kerner, Montgomery Ward 
& Company, and Miss Jane Glindm~er, Champagne Radio Store, 

at the sales-planning cont erence. 

Judges Announced in Contest 
For Scholarship at Strand 

Judges for the "Rhapsody in Blue'' piano scholarship auditions 
at the Strand Theater will be Miss. Hadassah Sahr, Schenectady 
alumna of the Juilliard School of Music; Leo Rosen, manager of the 
Strand Theater and a former orchestra conductor, and Clif Bradt, 
music critic of The Knickerbocker News. 

· The scholarship, for one year 

Theater Timetab)P of study at the famous New 
York City school, is being spon-

LACE - '"Over 2:1," with sored by David's and will be 
Irene Dunn, Alexander Knox and awarded in connection with the 

' 3:10, . f fl R Crime showmg o the lm, " hapsody -

Tarner 
LO and 

in Blue," beginning Sept. 26 at 
the Strand. Semi-final auditions 
will begin on the stage of the 
theater at 8:30 p. m. tomorrow 

Joe," and continue nightly until the 
Ernie finals on the night the picture 
Pj mk starts. 

12~;0 The con:,pe~ition. is opet?- to a?-Y 
' Albany p1an1st with str10us in-

tentions of continuing study of 
" with the piano, the vehicle of George 
Iolden, Gershwin, celebrated American 
, p. m. composer, whose life story is re
,h Rod lated in "Rhapsody in Blue." The 
1eburn, music -world at large is observ
.50 and ing 1945 as "Gershwin Year." All 

Glory," 
1sion of 
ld 10:05 
~ Arna-

candidates for the scholarship 
trials are registering with Mr. 
Rosen. 
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. . 
th Serious · interest aroused by the "Rhapsody in Blue" piano scholar-
s- ship auditions at the Strand Theater cor;1tinued today to bring 
1e students to the theater. to register for trials that offer · an oppor-
1ff tunity for a year of study at Juilliard School of Musical Art in 
;s. New York. Mrs. Constance Schuyler is shown above, as she played 
re for Leo Rosen# theater manager and one of the judges. 

1d 

;~ First Piano Contest Auditions 
rd 

tts Conducted at Strand Theater c-
to 

-First auditions in the "Rhapsody in Blue'' C05I1petition being 
conducted by the Strand Theater to select an Albany pianist for a 

np Juilliard School scholarship took place today. Semi-fihaH.sts were 
nd selected to appear on the Str:and stage nightly, .beginning at 8:30 
la- tonight. 

m, · The scholarship award, -spon- , 2 Divisions 
t;h sored by David's will enable the R-

winner of the finals Sept. 26 to ' 1ps 
:1n, study at the New York school for 1 

a a year, tuition paid. The competi-
me 

tion is being conducted in con-
,he nection with the forthcoming we 
1es InJ 
di- showing of Warner Brothers' otr 
of new picture, ';Rhapsody 1n 70t 

1s- Blue," a story of the life of for 
he , George . Gershwin, American 
ial, InJ 
be- composer. Mc 
.lly Leo Rosen, theater manager, hai 
1ry. said today entries would be ac- Ar 
me cepted until 6 p. m. Monday. bet r~: The competition is open to any :~: 
on- pianist of the Albany com- joi 
'ies. munity, providing the entrant is bei 
Bo- seriously aiming at higher study 
ists, 
h a 
the 

of piano. 
For the semi-finals and finals 

the Strand stage has been deco-
rated with the blue motif of the 
occasion and pianists will play 
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Columbia, S. C.-(UP)-Medi
cal experts were to testify -..foday 
in the murder trial of Samuel C. · 

• • 

°Epes as the state attempts to 1..-r-1.-

prove the handsome Armyj u-
tenan t poisoned his pr wife 
and buried her in a f ole while 
she still was alive. 
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Tonight at 9:20 lP. M. 
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I Albany Girl First Trial in Scholarship Test 

90 
ies 
ne, 
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Finalist 
In Contest 

First of the semi-final audi
tions for the "Rhapsody in B~ue" 
piano scholarship at Juilliard 
School of Music, New York, con
ducted last night at the Strand 
Theater, has advauced Miss Do
lores Mokhiber, 364 Second Ave., 
to the . finals. 

·-,,: : ;;(~@~:i.rt 
···:::1, 

., 

Other participants were :rviiss 
Lois Piper, 200 Adams, Delmar, 
pupil of Miss .Adelaide Belser, 
and Miss Shirley Wacksrrian, 
Sherwood Park, . pupil of Roy 
Van Denburgh. Miss Mokhiber, 
who has studied with Alma 
Deeb, played Lack's 0 Valse Ara-

l besque.'' Miss Piper played Cho
: pin's -Waltz in E Flat and Miss 
Wacksman MacDowell's "Scotch 
PO€m." 

Three young women were the participants in the first. trials for 
th:e "Rhapsody in Blue" piap.o scholarship• last night on the Strand 
Theater stage. Above, left to right, are Mis_s Hadassah Sahr, o~e 
of the judges and a member of the luilliard School faculty,. zn-. 
structing the three first players, Mils Lois Piper, Miss Shirley 

Several other candidates for 
th e scholarship, selected by 
judges in the preliminaries, will 
play on the Strand stage at 9 
p. m. today. 

Wacksman and Miss Dolores Hokhiber. 

Recorded Music 
The semi-finals will continue 

each night until Tuesday, when 
the finals will bring together all 

winners. · With the accent on Georg•e Gershwin's music coming up strongly 
The scholarship, sponsored by here this week and next, it would be well to discuss the mwr I 

News and Reviews 
1--------By CLIF ~RADT--__;;,-----1 

David's, will provide a year of albums of this American composer's work that have come . a~g study at the New York scl}?ol for 
the winner. The competition is during the last year. b 

· d · t· Most of these have een re-being conducte in connec 10n . . . . 
with the showing, beginning viewed 1n detail, but since they 
Wednesday, of the Warner Broth- form such an intense concehtra
ers picture, "Rhapsody in Blue," tion on contemporary music of a 
a story of the life of George Ger- single composer, let's look at them 
shwin, American pianist-com- again. Both Raskin Brothers, for 
poser, whose career is being Columbia, and the Shapiro. Dis
marked by the music world dur- tributing Company, for Victor, 
ing 1945 as "Gershwin Year." will be majoring the issues 

Entries · may be . made until 6 .through Albany dealers: 
p. m. Monday for the scholarship Of first importance is the long: 
t~ial~, which are open to a~y time complaint that a good, up
pianist of the Albany community to-date recording of the "Rhap
w~o~e elig_i~ility ~or. study a-t sody in Blue" was not available. 
Juilhard, tu1uon pa1-d, 1s approved The Gershwin-played work, the 
The scholarship will be awarded best, had been outmoded by re
from the Strand stage at 9 p. m. cording advances. A few weeks 
Wednesday. ago both Columbia and Victor 

replied to this situation. . 
There are now at hand Colum

bia's new "Rhapsody in Blue," 
with Oscar Levant at the piano, 
backed by the Philadelphia Or-. 
chestra conducted by Eugene 
Ormandy. Victor issued a play
ing by Jesus Maria Sanroma, 
with the Boston "Pops" Orches
tra conducted by Arthur Fiedler, 
a combination that already was 

:!~ in the catalog. The fourth side of 
on the former · album carries two 
ins Gershwin preludes, while the 
.ns fourth side of the Sanroma-Fied~te 
on ler set has' "Strike Up the. Band." 
en Simultaneously, there were is
an sues of the "Porgy and Bess" 

music, both being the Robert Rus
:1.ce, sell Bennett arrangements. This 
hat symphonic picture from the opera 
rn- is played for ,co\umbia by the 

bia came along with eight sides 
of . Gershwin . music played by 
Andre Kostelanetz and his or-
chestra. ., 

Latest of them all is Capitol , 
Records' "Gershwin/' featuring 
Billy Butterfield's Orchestra, eight 
sides. 

Of course, there have been 
numerous singles, both vocal and 
j ,strumental, and the major re
c 1rding companies have choices 
of such other Gershwin as ."Con
certo in F" and the popular songs 
iri various playings and album 
cbmbinations. 

* * 

7 

'to Consider 

l 

< 

all Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra I 
with Fritz Reiner conducting and de-
f or Victor by the Indianapolis 

ust Symphony Orchestra, with Fabien 
The Knickerbocker News, Albany, N. Y., Friday, September 21, 1945 

Sevitzky on thle podium. 
ca- Another outstanding volume is 10 
·est the four-side "An American in 
var Paris," played for Columbia by ; 
ing the New York Philharmonic 
he Symphony, conducted by Artur r. 

:1.ck Rodzinski. 
Us- Popular albums of the 10-inch 
Lal- size augmented these. Victor is
; is sued a song set by Dinah Shore 
re- and a dance album by Charlie 

Spivak's Orchestra. Then Colum- , 

WZ! & 214 
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,en lJrew, above, in l eading roles. The pr0gram also 
"The Gay Senori ta," with Jinx Falkenburg. 

Va:~ 2 Advanced to Finals 
}~~ In Strand Piano Tests 
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Ci-eoi·ge A l aa as tie~::e C:iersnwin ana Joan Leslie as Julie Adams 
head the cast ol "Rhapsody in Biue," which is to start at the em 

:R:d . _S_tr_a_n_d_T_h_ea_t_e_r_W~e_d_n_es_d_a_y_._ ing 

urn, The· spirited reception accorded both candidates' who played f 
and their semi-final auditions last night at the Strand Theater~ in com- ha~ 

petition for the "Rhapsody in Blue" piano scholarship at Juilliard th~ 
dth School of Music resulted in .selection of both for the Tuesday night S'o' 
rar- .finals. ,------------~- tor. 

p. Edward Sewell, 611 Park Ave.-, taught, even to afi e,tcellent fin: ~u: 
rith ,played Debussy's •~_Clair de Lu~e" gering technique. 1 

•:55 and responded with Gershw1h's • . 'J 
"The Man I Love" as an encore. 0ther cand1dat~s for the tht 

Mrs. Constance Schuyler, 461 scholarship sponsored by D~vid's tht 
AL State, who had never tak~n a mu- in connection with the opening ed 
ert sic lesson or used a gr.and piano, Wednesday of the Warner Broth- Tb 
l,ay played Beethoven's 14:th Piano ers fihn, "Rhapsody in Blue," will hafe1 
he Sonata, Op. 27, No. 2, from the 
1st score. Leo Rosen, theater mana- appear · on the Strand stage to- inc 

ger, explained she was self- night at 9:30 p. m. fOJ 

7 ...... ...., .. m~,.,.. 

' -,rifAl':sr!,~.,v'4J ·, 
itilrunq JACK OAKIE It PEGGY RYA~9 
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ON STAGE 
TONITE AT 9 P. M. 

JUILLIARD 
. SCHOLARSHIP 
PRELIMINARIES 

I 

,-:ker News, J\lbany, N. 

Wins Piano 
Semi-Final 

Additional last-minute entries !. 
_,,.. which were continuing today for 

the "Rhapsody in Blue" piano ts scholarship, to be a warded after 
final trials at the Strand Thea-

FE ter, forced the judges to call en
trants for · an extra session of 
preliminary auditions today. 

lE 

IRI 

#53 
~ 

Miss Dorothy Passarelli, Alta-
mont, \was the winner of Satur
day night's semi-finals, when she 
played Chopin's Etude (Revolu
tionary) , Op. 10, No. 12 . 

Others who played their trials 
Saturday were Miss Rita Lesin
ski, Averill Park, witfr her own 
composition, Majorca. Concerto 
No. 1 in C. Minor; Miss Marilyn 
Houck, 57 Thornton, Albany 
Rachmaninoff's Prelude in C 
Charp Minor; Miss · ~Joan Elisa
beth Varley, Hudson, Chopin's 
Fantaisie-Impromptu in C Sharp 
Minor, Op. 66, and Rodger Han
nay, Gallupville, Debussy's Clair 
de Lune from the Suite Ber-

- gamasque. 
The successful candidates in 

:i.ble today's auditions will appear on 
;:; the Strand stage tonight for the 
size last of the semi-final trials. 
iach The final competition will . be 
.rin. at 9 p. m. when the judges will 

p 
ir. 
D 

s 
F - make their decision. The judges 

are Miss Hadassah Sahr of the 
Juilliard School of Music faculty; 
Leo Rosen, manager of the 
Strand Theater and a former or-

fo: chestra conductor, and · Clif 
Bradt, music and drama critic of Ja 
The Knickerbocker News. The Oi 
candidate they choose will ap- ye 
pear at the theater Wednesday 
night to receive the scholarship ne 
for· a year of study at Juilliard 01 
and to play a demonstration en- w 

ra core. 
The award is sponsored by ar 

David's in connection with the 
opening Wednesday of the War~ ,h, 
ner Brothers' film, "Rhapsody in tb 
Blue," a story of the life of U 
George Gershwin. al 

~ TIUT 

8 

September 24, 1945 

Mrs. Doolittle 
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ins Place in Scholarship F~nals 

With five young pianists competing in one of the semi-finals for 
the "Rhapsody in Blue" scholarship at the Strand Theater, Miss 
Dor_othy Passarelli of Altamont was the winner. Left to right 
in this moment of congratulations are Miss Rita Lesinski, AveriII 
Park• Miss Passarelli, Miss Joan Elisabe·th Varley, Hudson; 
Rodger· Hannay, Gallupville, and Miss Marilyn Houck, Albany. 

I • ftl 

* . I WORLD NEWS 
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5 Fin.alists 
To Be Heard 
At Strand 

Five semi .. fin.al winners in the 
"Rhapsody in Blue" piano schol- \%\ 
arship ' sponsored by David's will 
appear on the Strand Theater 
stage at 9 p. m. today for the 
final auditions that will reward 
the successful player with a year 
of study at Juilliard School of 
Music. 

Louis Palmer, Mechanicville; 
Dolores Mokhiber, Mrs. Con
stance Schuyler and Robert Sew
ell, Albany, and Miss Dorothy 
Passarelli, Altamont, are finalists. 

In last night's trials, Louie 
Palmer, 10, who played Chopin's 
"Minute Waltz,'' was selected by 
the audience over Miss _Elizabeth 
Robinson, Castleton-on-Hudson, 
who played Chopin's Etude in E 
Major; Miss Helen Tanski, Al
bany, Paderewski's Minuet in G; 
Miss Nancy Avakian, Menands, 
Haydn's "Gypsy Rondo," and 
Robert Stronach, Troy, Chopin's "I. 
Polonaise (Military) No. 3 in A ab 
Flat. wz 

Due to the large number of 
entries special preliminary audi
tions were conducted yesterday T] 
by the judges, who will deter
mine the winner . of tonight's 
finals. The audience selected the P. 
semi-finalists. Irer 

Because several entrants have 12:3 
been too young for eligibility at Cril 
Juilliard they have been per- Wai 
mitted to participate under a p. r, 

plan announced by Leo Rosen, 
Strand Theater man.ager, in S' 
which the scholarship would be witl 
placed in trust until such a pos- Pyl1 
sible winner reached the neces- "Th 
sary age. Oak 

The one adjudged tonight to be 4:15 
the "Rhaps·ody in Blue" scholar- . 
ship student will appear at the R. 
Strand tomorrow night to receive Clal 
the certificate and to play a 12=1' 

"Sw demonstration encore. 
'l"'he Warner Brothers film, Carr 

"Rhapsody in Blue," starts its Al- ~;g 
bany showing tomorrow at the · 
theater. 1 

SQUAD CUT IN HALF 
Annapolis-Navy sliced its var".' 

sity football $quad. in half, or Ji 
59 players. 

ON STAGE TON'IGHT AT 9 P. M. • JUl·LLIARD SO LARSHIP FINALS 

9 

• PONSOR'ED BY 

DAVID'S 
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ON STAGE! 

TONIGHT at 8:45 
PERSONAL 

APPEARANCE 
OF 

DOROTHY PASSARELLI 

JUILLIARD PIAN'O 
COMPETITION FINALISTS 

• CONCERT 
• SPONSORED BY DAVID'S 

.. 
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Altamont Girl, 18, Winner 
In Strand Piano Contest· 

The "Rhapsody in Blue''· piano scholarship was ·awarded last 
night to Miss Dorothy Passarelli, _ 18, Altamont, after final auditons 
on stage of the Strand Theater. 

Eastern r Lines, whifh re- Miss Passarelli is the daughter 
cently applied to the Civil Aero- of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Passarel
nautics Board for a .i:ranchise for li, both members of the Albany 
a New York City to Quebec route Symphony Orchestra.' In winning 
via . Albany, said today the route the scholarship sponsored by 
from Albany to Montreal would David's, she has realized the"-cul
be three-pronged. The plan was mination of plans made two years 
outlined by Capt. Eddie Ricken~ ago, when she was graduated 
backer, air line president, in a from high school-eventual study 
letter to Mayor Corning. at Juilliard School of Music. The 

Captain Rickenbacker said one s~holarship will cover her tui
ro~te would take planes directly tion there for a year. She has 
from lbany to Montreal. The develop~d h~r musical education 

uld provide service for under dir~ct10n _of John Cara-
. · Placid-Saranac Lake bella, Miss Ellzabeth Alrutz, 

he third , 'Ould go to Stanl~y Hummel and Edward 
• eal via Rutland, Mont- Morns. 

er, Barre and Burlington, Vt.. An attentive and thrilled au-
Air dience listened last night as the 
the five finalists played. Miss Pas-

cing sarelli was declared the winner 
hip- in a unanimous decision of the 
'.! to judges on the basis of general 

musicianship, the specific quality 
cted of her technique, her qualiffca
l a tions under J uilliard standards 
i or and her musical attitude. 
take In choosing Chopin's _ Revolu-

tionary Etude, Miss Passarelli 
:h ,a placed herself in a position of 
in a severe responsibility, for the work 
1nk- is frequently used as a test to re
with veal technical shortcomings, par
, and ticularly in control of the left 
,ick- hand. She completed her assign-

ment with s:trength and expres
Air siveness. 
60- The scholarship winner will ap

tion pear in a 12-minute program on 
~bee the Strand stage tonight, playing 

a movement from the famous 
Grieg Piano Concerto. She will 
be featured in a WOKO broadcast · 
at 8:30 p. m. tomorrow and will 
leave for New York and he,r 
scholarship study Monday. 

The competition was conducted 
in connection with the opening 

was at the Strand today, on the 47th 
any birthday of the late George 

Gershwin, of the film "Rhapsody 
mb- in Blue," a story of the composer's 
•ad- life. The motil1n picture cast in-
1ity eludes appearance of Oscar Le- DOROTHY PASSARELLt 

vant, Al Jolson, Paul Whiteman -
the and George White and char_acter N 
µes. roles by Robert Alda, Joan LesUe. (l 
uch Alexis Smith and Charles Coburn. D· 
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!Gershwin's 
Music Stars 
At Strand 

RHAPSODY IN BLUE, at . the 
Strand. A Warner Brothers picture, 
produced by Jesse L. Lasky and di
rected by Irving Rapper; origin.ial -sto-ry 
by b'lonya Levien; screen play by How
ard · Koch and El-liot Paul; music by 
George Gershwin; orchestral arrange
ments by Ray Heindorf and F1erde 
Grofe; piano solos and recording by 
Oscar Levant with additional solo re
cording by Ray Turner. The cast: 
George Gershwin Robert Ald-a 
Julia Adams Joan Leslie' 
Christine GHbert Alexie Smith 
:t-rax Dreyfus Charles Coburn 
Lee Gershwin Julie- Bishop 
Professor Frank Allbert Basserman 
Pop,pa Gershwin Morris Carnovsky 
Momma Gershwin Rosemary de Camp 
Oscar Levant Himself 

- Paul Whiteman Himself 
A-1 Jolson Himself 
George White Himself 
Haz.el Scott Herself 
Anne Brown Herself 

' 

Ira Gershwin Hel"bert Rudley 
Comm,mtator John B. Hughes 
Geo!"ge Gershwin (as a boy) 
Ira. Gershwin (as a boy1 · 

Mickey Ro,th 

Scholarship Sponsor Pays the Check 

' ' 

Mr. Kast 
Buddy De Sylva 
Foley 
Ravel 

Darry,l Hickman 
Charles Halton 

Eddie Marr 
Theodore Von Eltz 

Oscar Loraine 

By CLIF BRADT 
The flood gates of Gershwin 

music are wide at the Strand 
Theater, where "Rhapsody in 
Blue," melodious biography of 
America's golden-haired boy of 
song and the blues is holding 
forth for two hours and 19 min-

Oscar Brenner, manager of David's and sponsor of the "Rhapsody 
in Blue" piano scholarship won at the Strand The'ater by Miss 
Dorothy Passarelli, Altamont, is shown above as he visited Juil
liard School of Jv,[usic in New York to settle -financial obligations 
with Dean George A. Wedge of the mu-sical arts school. Miss 
Passarelli played a recital last night at the Strand and received the 
scholarship from Mr. Brenner. She will report at the school 

m 
in 

utes screen time. · 
Dnirt\.t-»1on 

It is one of Hollywood's great I 
pictures. Despite some short.:. ·, 
comings of fiction and· flourish, 
it does accomplish · one im
portant thing. The singing mel-

11 odies, the blue harm9ny of di-
- minished and augmented chords afi 
- in daring, mixed r_hythms are Se 

played like Gershwin and not thE 
Bach, thanks to Paul Whiteman 1 
· and Oscar Levant. All the im
portant compositions are there, me 
a couple of dozen of them. im; 

The story of a Bronx kid who fici 
made Carnegie Hall via Tin Pan mil 
Alley, Broadway and the boule-

11 vards of Paris is a genius nar- m,a 
r rative, told so objectively that me 
t Robert Alda, in a corking first pai 
ir performanc_e, never gets very of 
i deep into the character; But the sist 

character is a supreme ego with 
! multiple personality, self-suffi- far 
ir cient. The two women written len 
1 · into the story for romantic con- gro 
: flict find George's plano an un~ 
3,. beatable rival. sul:! 
;; Charles' Coburn, as Max Drey- :r,; 
., fus, the .producer, and Albert the 
·e Basserman, as Gershwin's teach'- the 
! er, represent the conflicting ele- Lee 

men ts ,of popular fame and seri- -
ous creation that fight for posses- pro 

-sion of the composer. Oscar Le- 8-er 
'; vant, as himself, gets a'powerful th~ 

buildup as chief keeper ot the S 
Gershwin flame. 

Monday. pl 

By MIKE MANN 

/

-·,--Ci\. uil creanrng w onrerI .. 

* * * WINNER PLAYS: 

Miss Dorothy Passarelli, 18, 
Altamont, winner of the "Rhap
sody 'in Blue" piano scholarsh_ip Ben 
at the Strand Tuesday night, will 
present a 15--minute recital at 8:30 .Londt 
tonight on. WOKO. Holly, 

She leaves for New York Mon- Ly-on ha 
day to begin scholarship stU?,Y at · not retu 
the Juilliard School of Music.. -· . h 

Ned Trudeau, WOKO music di- sion w 
will announce the pro- Air For< 

t London-

* * * 
rian Anderson is the gue 

on "The Music of A 
elanetz'' over WOKO t 

at 9. The maestro has .. . ~ , 'T"ll'"P .. 

20th 

\ \ 



• • I 

.4-A The Kpickerbocker News, Albany, N. Y., Thursday, September 27, 194,5 



Ivlr. Oscar Brenner of David's Albany 
presenting check for Juilliard 
Scholarship to Mr. George A. Wedge 
Decµi of Juilli::1.rd Insti tue of 
Musical Art. ~ 



Mr. George A. Wedge, Dean of Juilliard 
Institue of Musical Art, presenting 
scholcrship to Leo Rosen, Strand 
Theatre Albany, N. Y. 



15 

Contestant on st.s.ge of Strand 'Theatre 
> 
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Miss Hadassah Sahr congratulating winner 
of RHAPSODY IN BLUE piano scholarship . 
Mr. and Mrs. Passarelli pa.rents of winn~r . 

\ 
\ 

\ 



Miss Dorothy Passarelli of Altamont, N. Y. 
winner of the RH.APbODY IN BLUE piano 
scholarship with Mr. Forrest V1illis, 
announcer of V~0K0 

/7 
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IvIIbS hADAbS.AH SAHR, lTDLLIAHD FACiJLTY ltiiNl!Bill; 
MISS DOROTHY P A.SSARELLI , 1945 ·wINN lL;t O:F' JULLilttlD SCh(;LJ.I .. RS:~J.P; 
MR. LEO R.OS.1::N , MANAGER (,F S'l'R,.0.ND THEATRE. 
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