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1'Jro9rnm ~otes 
When James VI of Scotland ascended to the English throne in 1603, Shakespeare must 
have been happy. A patron of Shakespeare's acting company and fan of the Bard's work, 
the newly re-titled James I forged a close relationship with the playwright. In return, 
Shakespeare penned Macbeth, a tribute to his king's Scottish lineage. 

Shakespeare's version of the story, probably written in 1606, certainly had many literary 
and historical predecessors. The Bard cribbed the tale from his perennial source, 
Holinshed, who himself had worked off John Bellenden's translation of Hector Boyce's 
seventeen volume Latin language behemoth The History ef Scotland. These versions were 
based on the life of the actual Scottish king Macbeth (1005-1057). Shakespeare's portrait 
of the king - an ambitious murderer tiptoeing on the edge of sanity - bears little 
resemblance to the historical figure. While the real Macbeth did kill Duncan I to become 
King of Scotland, he is also believed to have ruled equably, imposing law and order and 
encouraging devout Christianity. 

The shortest and bloodiest of Shakespeare's tragedies, Macbeth twists history by 
introducing a number of supernatural and psychological elements to the rise and fall of 
the Scottish king. While it is not clearly known how James reacted to Shakespeare's 
sinister narrative, it is understood that the Bard intended the play to honor the new king's 
position, not defame it. The witches' prophecy that Banquo begin a line of kings is an 
obvious nod to James' family claim to have descended from the historical Banquo. And 
in a greater sense, the theme of bad versus good leadership would have resonated at the 
royal court, where James was working hard to develop his English version of the theory 
of divine right. 

- Tommy Smith, Lila Acheson Wallace American Playwright Fellow 
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Cnst 
(in order of status) 

M D 'A . ** Duncan, King of Scotland .. . . . .. .. .. .... ... .. .. ... .. .. .. . .. . .. .. att rruco 
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Donalbain, his son ............................................................. John Egan 
Macbeth, General of the King's Army ............................. Oscar Isaac :j: 
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Rosse, Noblemen of Scotland ................................... Nicholas Mennell 
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** Drama Division Alumnus 
t 2004 Princess Grace Theater Award Recipient 
t 2004 John Houseman Prize Recipient 

Christopher Myers is a student at LaGuardia High School for the Performing Arts. 
Lily Yarborough is a Student at Saint Luke's School. 
Lyrica Okano is a Student at the Center School. 

There will be one ten-minute intermission. 




