
Bright Half Life

Fourth-Year Drama Production
2019–20 Season

Tanya Barfield



iii

A Message From 
Evan Yionoulis

Welcome to the Juilliard Drama Division’s production of playwriting alumna Tanya 
Barfield’s Bright Half Life, directed by Rebecca Guy, acting alumna and faculty 
member. I know you will find this time-shifting chronicle of a four-and-a-half-decade 
relationship engaging and moving.

We are especially excited to present Tanya’s work, as she will become co-director 
of our Lila Acheson Wallace American Playwrights Program, alongside David 
Lindsay-Abaire, when Marsha Norman steps down at the end of May after 25 years 
of inspired leadership. 

We hope that you will join us in December for Dominique Morisseau’s Paradise Blue, 
directed by Brandon Dirden, and again in February for Lynn Nottage’s Crumbs From 
the Table of Joy, directed by Melissa Maxwell; Annie Baker’s The Flick, directed by 
Zi Alikhan; and Black Snow, Keith Reddin’s dramatization of the novel by Mikhail 
Bulgakov, directed by Dustin Wills.

Bringing to life this compelling and diverse roster of plays allows our fourth-year 
actors, in their final year at Juilliard, to employ, with passion and conviction, all 
aspects of their training, to work under the direction of distinguished faculty and 
exciting professional directors, and to inhabit worlds created by extraordinary teams 
of designers.

We are so happy to be able to share the work with you.

Evan Yionoulis
Richard Rodgers Director of the Drama Division B
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The Juilliard School
presents

Fourth-Year (Group 49) Performance Project

Bright Half Life

By Tanya Barfield

Directed by Rebecca Guy

November 6-10, 2019
Stephanie P. McClelland Drama Theater

Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 7:30pm
Saturday at 2pm and 8pm
Sunday at 7pm 

Scenic Design: Tim Mackabee
Costume Design: Anne Kennedy
Lighting Design: Betsy Adams
Sound Design: Fabian Obispo

Production Stage Manager: Cristina Sison

The 2019–20 Fourth-Year Drama season is supported by the Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation.

Special thanks to our Drama Division supporters for their continued generosity.

Bright Half Life is presented by special arrangement with Dramatists Play Service, Inc., New York.

Bright Half Life was developed during residency at the 2014 National Playwrights Conference at 
the Eugene O’Neill Theater Center (Preston Whiteway, executive director; Wendy C. Goldberg, 
artistic director).

Bright Half Life was commissioned by Center Theatre Group, Los Angeles, California.

The world premiere of Bright Half Life was produced in 2015 by Women’s Project Theater  
(Lisa McNulty, producing artistic director).

Please make certain that all electronic devices are turned off during 
the performance. The taking of photographs and the use of recording 
equipment are not permitted in this auditorium.
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Staff for Bright Half Life

Vocal Coach
Liz Hayes

Alexander Technique Coach
Erin O’Leary

Stage Manager
Cindy Wade*

Assistant Director
Jasminn Johnson

Assistant Scenic Designer
Kyu Shin

Assistant Costume Designer
Grace Jeon*

Assistant Lighting Designer
Valerie Insardi

* Member, Professional Apprentice Program

 

Cast
Vicky:  Sekai Abeni
Erica:  Mary Cavett

Time
1985-2031

Approximate performance time: 1 hour and 20 minutes, without an intermission

Plays produced this season allow fourth-year actors to explore vital stories that speak to the 
concerns of the times, to apply all aspects of their training to the creation of character, and, 
finally, to share the work with you, the audience.
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Lindsey Alexander, Coordinator of Artistic 
   Development
Zi Alikhan, Guest Director
Dwight Bacquie, Voice and Speech
Elana Bell, Poetry
Elena Berger, Guest Teaching Artist
Jessica Blank, Graduate Seminar
Jerome Butler, Vocal Coach
Christine Caleo, Alexander Technique Coach
David Caparelliotis, Guest Teaching Artist
Anne Cattaneo, Dramaturgy and Context
Amy Christopher, Guest Teaching Artist
Sarah Cimino, Stage Makeup
Alex Correia, Guest Director
Carson Crow, Administrative Apprentice
Findley Davidson, Guest Teaching Artist
Marcia DeBonis, Guest Teaching Artist
Michelle DiBucci, Music Studies
Crystal Dickinson, Guest Teaching Artist 
Brandon Dirden, Guest Director
Steven Dougherty, Ballroom Dancing
Jack Doulin, Guest Teaching Artist
Taneisha Duggan, Guest Director
Susan Finch, Vocal Coach
David Gaines, Musical Vocal Coach
Brittany Giles-Jones, Assistant Managing 
   Director
James Gregg, Production Activities Manager
Rebecca Guy, Scene Study/Director
Liz Hayes, Vocal Coach
Deborah Hecht, Voice and Speech
Jessi D. Hill, Guest Director
René Houtrides, Graduate Seminar
Peter Francis James, Guest Director
Michael Kahn, Guest Teaching Artist
Ruth Kanner, Guest Teaching Artist/Director
Claire Karpen, Guest Director
Kati Koerner, Graduate Seminar
Shana Komitee, Dramaturgy and Context/ 
   Graduate Seminar/Dramaturg
Bob Krakower, Acting on Camera
Deborah Lapidus, Singing/Director
Ellen Lauren, Suzuki Method
Jenny Lord, Graduate Seminar/Director/ 
   Playwrights Program Associate

Victoria Lyons, Artistic Programs Assistant 
Melissa Maxwell, Guest Director
Beth McGuire, Vocal Coach
Kathleen McNenny, Masks/Professional 
   Practice
Maria Mileaf, Guest Director
Kym Moore, Guest Teaching Artist
Erin O’Leary, Alexander Technique Coach
Brian O’Neil, Guest Teaching Artist
Charlotte Okie, Alexander Technique
Roger Oliver, Dramaturgy and Context
Mark Olsen, Movement
Erin Ortman, Guest Director
Marci Phillips, Guest Teaching Artist
Darryl Quinton, Movement
B. Rafidi, Production Activities Apprentice
Mary Robinson, Guest Director
Carol Rocamora, Guest Teaching Artist
Michael Rudko, Guest Teaching Artist
Dawn Saito, Movement
Carolyn Serota, Alexander Technique
Jerry Shafnisky, Operations Manager
Cristina Sison, Stage Management
Steven Skybell, Guest Teaching Artist
Elizabeth Smith, Voice
Kaitlin Springston, Scheduling Coordinator
Nilaja Sun, Guest Teaching Artist 
Daniel Swee, Guest Teaching Artist
Adam Szymkowicz, Playwrights Program 
   Manager
Bernie Telsey, Guest Teaching Artist
Shaun Tubbs, Guest Director
Ricardo Vazquez, Guest Director
Andrew Wade, Voice
Wendy Waterman, Voice and Speech
Heather Weiss, Stage Management
Beth Whitaker, Graduate Seminar
Adrienne D Williams, Guest Director
Dustin Wills, Guest Director
Kate Wilson, Voice
Moni Yakim, Movement
Stephanie Ybarra, Graduate Seminar
Janet Zarish, Guest Director

Evan Yionoulis, Richard Rodgers Director 
Richard Feldman, Associate Director
Katherine Hood, Managing Director

Marsha Norman and David Lindsay-Abaire, 
Co-Directors, Playwrights Program

Drama Division Faculty, Staff, and Guest Artists
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Group 49

The Company of Actors 
in their fourth year of 
training in the Juilliard 
Drama Division

Sekai Abeni

Portland, Oregon

Shaun Anthony	

Los Angeles, California

Jalen Coleman

Washington, D.C.

Bianca Crudo

Sandy Hook, Connecticut

Lucy Freyer

Sydney, Australia

Hayward Leach

Brooklyn, New York

Liam McKenna	

Saratoga Springs, New York

Emma Pfitzer Price

Louisville, Kentucky
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Tom Blyth	

Nottingham, England

Michael Braugher

South Orange, New Jersey

Mary Cavett

Tucson, Arizona

Mel Golliday

Benton Harbor, Michigan

Mathias Goldstein

Trenton, New Jersey

Jules Latimer

Tulsa, Oklahoma

Julian Robertson*

Jacksonville, Florida

* 2019 Princess Grace Award Recipient

Jacob Daniel Smith

Detroit, Michigan

Katherine Renee Turner

Prince George's County, Maryland

Photos © 2019 Gregory Constanzo
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The John Houseman Prize

20th Century Fox Film

Established by Joan Houseman in the spring of 1994 to honor the memory 
of the Juilliard Drama Division’s founding director, the John Houseman 
Prize, in the form of a living-expense stipend, is awarded annually to an 
acting student at the end of the third year of training who has demonstrated 
exceptional ability in classical theater. Selected by the Drama Division faculty, 
the prizewinner for the 2019–20 academic year is Michael Braugher.
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Juilliard Production Department

Kent McKay, Associate Vice President for Production
Jean Berek, Business and Operations Manager
Thom Widmann, Production Manager
David Strobbe, Production Manager
Sallyann Turnbull, Production Office Administrator

Costume Shop Supervisor

Luke Simcock

Assistant Costume Shop Supervisor

Nicola Gardiner

Costume Shop Office Manager

Edda Baruch

Wardrobe Supervisor

Márion Talán

Assistant Wardrobe Supervisor

Amelia Dent 

Design Coordinator

Audrey Nauman

Head Draper

Barbara Brust

Drapers

Kimberly Buetzow
Tomoko Naka

First Hands

Naoko Arcari
Katie Miles
Faye Richards 

Costume Shop Staff

Anna Jekel*
Grace Jeon* 
Andrealisse Lopez* 
Isabelle Tabet*

Stitchers

Alby Pretto
Sylvie Rood

Wardrobe Crew

Molly Shimko

Wigs and Makeup Shop Supervisor

Sarah Cimino 

Wigs and Hair Supervisor

Troy Beard

Wigs and Makeup Staff

Charlotte Lee*
Sarah Tupper*

Electrics Shop Supervisor

Jennifer Linn Wilcox

Assistant Electrics Shop Supervisor

Joel Turnham

Master Electrician,  
Stephanie P. McClelland Drama Theater

Tercio Bretas

Staff Electrician

Eleanor Smith

Electricians

Claire Caverly*
Jun Hong*
Yvone Ye*

Light Board Operator

Kenzie Carpenter

Audio Supervisor

Marc Waithe

Audio Technician

Christopher Schardin

Properties Shop Supervisor

Kate Dale

Assistant Properties Shop Supervisor

Josh Hackett

Stock Manager/Artisan

Jessica Nelson

Properties Carpenter/Artisan

Mackenzie Cunningham

Properties Artisans

Sara Pool* 
Emma Williams*

Technical Director

Richard Girtain

Associate Technical Director

Justin Elie

Stage Supervisor

Byron Hunt

Assistant Stage Supervisors

Colly Carver
Jessica Sloan Hunter

Scene Shop Manager

Josh Sturman

Lead Carpenters

Aaron Martin
Keegan Wilson

Carpenters

Cody Henson
Pete Marzilli
Jill Salisbury 

Technical Direction Apprentice

Meredith Wilcox*

Scenic Charge Artist

Jenny Stanjeski

Assistant Scenic Charge Artist

David Blaakman

Scenic Artists

Kalani Lewis*
Samantha Penninipede*

* Member, Professional
   Apprentice Program
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Juilliard Board of Trustees and Administration

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS  
AND SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

Damian Woetzel, President

Office of the President
Jacqueline Schmidt, Vice President and Chief of Staff
Kathryn Kozlark, Special Projects Producer

Office of the Provost and Dean
Ara Guzelimian, Provost and Dean
José García-León, Dean of Academic Affairs and Assessment

Dance Division
Alicia Graf Mack, Director
Katie Friis, Administrative Director

Drama Division
Evan Yionoulis, Richard Rodgers Director
Richard Feldman, Associate Director
Katherine Hood, Managing Director

Music Division
Adam Meyer, Director, Music Division, and  

Deputy Dean of the College
Bärli Nugent, Assistant Dean, Director of Chamber Music
Joseph Soucy, Assistant Dean for Orchestral Studies
Mario Igrec, Chief Piano Technician
Joanna K. Trebelhorn, Director of Orchestral and Ensemble Operations

Historical Performance
Robert Mealy, Director
Benjamin D. Sosland, Administrative Director; Assistant Dean  

for the Kovner Fellowships

Jazz
Wynton Marsalis, Director of Juilliard Jazz
Aaron Flagg, Chair and Associate Director

Ellen and James S. Marcus Institute for Vocal Arts
Brian Zeger, Artistic Director
Kirstin Ek, Director of Curriculum and Schedules
Monica Thakkar, Director of Performance Activities

Lila Acheson Wallace Library and Doctoral Fellows Program
Jane Gottlieb, Vice President for Library and Information Resources; 

Director of the C.V. Starr Doctoral Fellows Program
Jeni Dahmus Farah, Director, Archives 
Alan Klein, Director of Library Technical Services

Preparatory Division
Weston Sprott, Dean
Yoheved Kaplinsky, Artistic Director, Pre-College
Anthony McGill, Artistic Director, Music Advancement Program
Rebecca Reuter, Administrative Director, Music Advancement Program
Ekaterina Lawson, Director of Admissions and Academic Affairs, 

Pre-College
Anna Royzman, Director of Performance Activities, Pre-College

Enrollment Management and Student Development
Joan D. Warren, Vice President
Kathleen Tesar, Associate Dean for Enrollment Management
Barrett Hipes, Dean for Student Development
Sabrina Tanbara, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs
Cory Owen, Associate Dean of Student Development​​​​​​​
William Buse, Director of Counseling Services
Rachel Christensen, Administrative Director, Alan D. Marks Center for 

Career Services and Entrepreneurship
Katherine Gertson, Registrar
Tina Gonzalez, Director of Financial Aid
Teresa McKinney, Director of Community Engagement
Camille Pajor, Title IX Coordinator
Todd Porter, Director of Residence Life
Howard Rosenberg MD, Medical Director
Dan Stokes, Director of Academic Support and Disability Services
Beth Techow, Administrative Director of Health and  

Counseling Services

Development
Alexandra Wheeler, Vice President and Chief Advancement Officer
Katie Murtha, Director of Major Gifts
Lori Padua, Director of Planned Giving
Rebecca Vaccarelli, Director of Alumni Relations
Kim Furano, Director of Foundation and Corporate Relations
Robyn Calmann, Director of Special Events

Public Affairs
Rosalie Contreras, Vice President of Public Affairs
Maggie Berndt, Communications Director
Benedict Campbell, Website Director
Jessica Epps, Marketing Director
Susan Jackson, Editorial Director

Office of the Chief Operating Officer and Corporate Secretary
Lesley Rosenthal, Chief Operating Officer and Corporate Secretary
Christine Todd, Vice President and CFO
Cameron Christensen, Associate Vice President, Facilities 

Management
Kent McKay, Associate Vice President for Production
Betsie Becker, Managing Director of K-12 Programs
Michael Kerstan, Controller
Irina Shteyn, Director of Financial Planning and Analysis
Nicholas Mazzurco, Director of Student Accounts/Bursar
Nicholas Saunders, Director of Concert Operations
Tina Matin, Director of Merchandising
Kevin Boutote, Director of Recording

Administration and Law
Maurice F. Edelson, Vice President for Administration and  

General Counsel
Myung Kang-Huneke, Deputy General Counsel
Carl Young, Chief Information Officer
Steve Doty, Chief Technology Officer
Dmitriy Aminov, Director of IT Engineering
Clara Perdiz, Director of Client Services, IT
Jeremy Pinquist, Director of Enterprise Applications
Caryn G. Doktor, Director of Human Resources
Adam Gagan, Director of Security
Helen Taynton, Director of Apprentice Program

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Bruce Kovner, Chair
J. Christopher Kojima, Vice Chair
Katheryn C. Patterson, Vice Chair

Julie Anne Choi
Kent A. Clark
Barbara G. Fleischman
Mary Graham
Joan W. Harris
Matt Jacobson
Edward E. Johnson Jr.
Philippe Khuong-Huu
Karen M. Levy
Teresa E. Lindsay
Laura Linney
Michael Loeb
Vincent A. Mai
Ellen Marcus

Greg Margolies
Nancy A. Marks
Stephanie Palmer McClelland
Christina McInerney
Lester S. Morse Jr.
Stephen A. Novick
Susan W. Rose
Jeffrey Seller
Deborah Simon
Sarah Billinghurst Solomon
William E. "Wes" Stricker, MD
Yael Taqqu
Damian Woetzel
Camille Zamora

JUILLIARD COUNCIL

Mitchell Nelson, Chair

Michelle Demus Auerbach
Barbara Brandt
Brian J. Heidtke
Gordon D. Henderson
Peter L. Kend
Younghee Kim-Wait
Sophie Laffont	

Jean-Hughes Monier
Terry Morgenthaler
John G. Popp
Grace E. Richardson
Jeremy T. Smith
Alexander I. Tachmes
Anita Volpe

TRUSTEES EMERITI

June Noble Larkin, Chair Emerita

Mary Ellin Barrett
Kenneth S. Davidson
Keith R. Gollust

Sidney R. Knafel
Elizabeth McCormack

Joseph W. Polisi, President Emeritus



Visit juilliard.edu/support or call Tori Brand
at (212) 799-5000, ext. 692, to learn more.

The Juilliard Scholarship Fund provides vital support to any 
student with need and helps make a Juilliard education 
possible for many deserving young actors, dancers, and 
musicians. With 90 percent of our students eligible for 
financial assistance, every scholarship gift represents 
important progress toward Juilliard’s goal of securing the 
resources required to meet the needs of our dedicated 
artists. Gifts in any amount are gratefully welcomed!
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Attend a performance 
Enroll in an adult class
Shop at our store
Hire our performers
Support Juilliard


